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NATIONAL PALLIATIVE CARE WEEK 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.02 am]: National Palliative 
Care Week is an annual awareness-raising week organised by Palliative Care Australia and Palliative Care WA. 
The theme for National Palliative Care Week 2019 is “What matters most?”, and it will be held from 19 to 25 May. 
National Palliative Care Week is a national week to raise awareness and understanding about palliative care in the 
Australian community. The theme addresses the need for Australians to plan ahead for their end-of-life care and 
discuss it with their loved ones and health professionals. Palliative Care Australia will highlight how palliative 
care can help people with a life-limiting illness to have a high quality of life, right to the end. 
The McGowan government has made a strong commitment to palliative care in Western Australia, with 
a $41 million investment for extra support and enhanced specialist and community-based care across the state, 
initially with a particular focus on rural and regional palliative care services. This package brings the total 
investment by the state government for palliative care services over the next four years to $206.2 million. Hearing 
the concerns of the sector raised by Palliative Care WA and a number of stakeholders about greater clarity for 
palliative care reform, the Minister for Health will be convening a palliative care summit to hear from health 
professionals, consumers and stakeholders. This will explore ideas to improve and strengthen palliative care for all 
Western Australians. Details of the summit will be announced in due course. These commitments follow the work 
and recommendations of the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices, led by Amber-Jade Sanderson, MLA. 
Ribbons to raise awareness of National Palliative Care Week have been provided to members to wear, and 
I encourage all members to support the week and assist in the cause of raising awareness of palliative care. 
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